


A TREATISE ON 

I am aware, this challenge to a fair difcuffion may be con- 
ftrued into felf-importance in me, by oppofmg my opinion to all 
others : but be that as it may, I deem it indifpenfably neceffary in 
all improvements of a public nature. 

A man, unthinking, may turn up a tuft of earth, and find a 
-vein of gold, which intereft will urge him to purfue : I, by 
chance, Humbled on this fubje<5t, by turning over a news-paper, or, 
in all propability, I fhould never have thought of canals. I men- 
tion this to fhew, that I do not arrogate to myfelf a great deal of 
the ingredient which is called Genius ; but that fome of the moil 
ufeful difcoveries is the produce of accident. I found the fubjeft 
interefting, and I have had the pleafure, in profecuting it, to 
find it worth purfuing. It has alfo been fome fatis faction, that it 
appears of national importance : and, as I conceive, I have now 
removed the principal part of the rubbifh. (except one jirongfirata 
of prejudice ), and got my machines ready to work, I lay the en- 
terprife open to the infpection of all, in order that, if there is 
any intrinfic worth, it may be affayed ; and, I have fome hope, it 
will not all evaporate in fufion. 

Therefore, I do think it moil ferioufly important, for fpecula- 
tors and their engineers, to confider this fubject well, before they 
bring their bills into parliament, or profecute another canal. If 
■the fyftem is found, the fooner it is adopted the better j if not, let 
it be buried in its own infignificance. 

As I venerate liberality and the light of reafon, I defpife the 
pufillanimity of the individual, who, like a daik lantern, conceals 
the light he receives. Therefore, whether this is a gleam radiat- 
ing from a brilliant reffeaor, or the pale glimmering of in- 
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flammable vapour, I am determined it {hall not be confined ; and 
my reafon is, that many ufeful improvements fleep for ages, for 
want of the fire of energy in the projector, while the only mode of 
proving their utility, is to bring them to the teft of difcuffion : 

I, therefore, feel myfelf quite ready to meet every objeftion to 
this fyftem of fmall canals ; and, for this purpofe, I here call on 
engineers, or others, who think proper to anfwer the arguments in. 
their favour. 

If they cannot do this, I hold myfelf perfe&ly juftifiable in 
criticifing on the works of thofe men, who may hereafter either 
wilfully, or ignorantly, profecute the lock principle, and draw 
their employers into the confequent errors : I will therefore, once 
more, revert to the comprehenfive view of the fubjeft, Which will 
draw the moft trade into the channels of water-conveyance, large or 
fmall canals ; and which confequently will produce the greateft 
benefit to fociety ? It will therefore be a feeble fubterfuge to at- 
tempt to evade the queftion, by faying, this may do for fome 
canals, but not for ours. 

Such a reply would alfo be impolitic, and exhibit a limited fenfe 
of the fmall fyftem ; for, as I have before hinted, I will now affign 
my reafon why the fmall canals will ruin the large ones. 

Which is, that when the fmall canals are well underftood, they 
will become fo numerous, and perform the work at fuch low 
tonnage, as to reduce the lock canals, or their emoluments, which 
is the fame thing, to the utmoft infignificance, by drawing off 
their trade, as lock canals now draw the trade out of rivers. 




The proprietors of the lock canals, will then have little more 
than the bulky articles ; and it will then be feen, what proportion 

they bear to thofe of medium dimenfions. 
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